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. Plovdiv airfield is located in the southeastern outskirts of Plovdiv
-and on the northeast side of the Plovdivessenovgrad highway. It is '
bounded by the Plovdiv bicycle racing grounds on the northwest and '
by the Aleksandur Stamboliyski State farm on the southeast. An
irrigation ditch runs from the airfield to the farm, The airfield
extends approximately 1,500 meters along the Plovdiv-Asenovgrad
highway and is 1,200 to 1,300 meters deep.
7 Runwgy and Planes ‘
2, The runvay is covered with grass and extends from ndrthwest to southeast.,
Jets never land here and the planes always take-off and land along the
northwest diagonal of the field. The runway has no drainage system
and after heavy rains the eastern part of the rumyay is covered with
water and mud which makes it practically useless.
3, At the beginning of 1958 the following planes were at the airfield:

i@ 30 to 35 BEAST and COACH planesbelonging to the Attack Bomber

Regiment stationed at the airfield.

be Approximately 20 propeller planes of the LAS, MUEE mnd Gulub i
types. » ol
c. Five to six gliders belong:jxaglto the Dobrovolna Organizatsiya za C
Sudeistvie na Otbrana (D0SO).
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Securi:

ko There are no fences around the field. Along the PlovdiveAsenovgrad
higwey at the southwest side of the field there is a thick hedge.
Guards are stationed at the following places on the ficld:

2. One guard &t the main emtrance on the road from the Plovdive
Asenovgrad highway at the southwest side of the field. The gate
over the road has two large doors for vehicles and one smaller
door fcr pedesu‘:‘l.ans

be Guam-dhouse beside the en'!rance to. the fp;a,ne.repair_akm which is
. southeast of the main en‘brmce ‘end off the Plovﬁv=Asenavgrad
highway. This ezrt.rsnce hag' & dcuble gate. :

ce Cuardhouses 8’ x.»h metm"in siae, smtheast of the .t‘ual tanks en’ o
the airfield@ ; bty in the area of - the fuel tanks o

I\zelandtw!a.ter&mp;v . . ;
Se Lheareafarﬁzelstw;geis‘inﬂxenorﬂmestcomerofthcfieldand

the fuel is stored in three teanlks under roofs, each of the ‘tanks have . .-
-aSOetoncapacity., Anmﬂmmnmnnba'ofhmelsaresta@dinthe open.

6, i ThewaberforthefleldmsnppliedWauellandpmplocatedina
' mnldlng,lzxémetarsiname,mstoftheroadthraughtheﬁe]d
fromﬂzemamentrancef. S

N -

Attack Bamber D:.v::.sion .

7. .. In early July 1958 PlonlV A.u'ﬁald was occupled by the headquarters.
T of: an- attack bomber divis:xm, an ‘attack bomber regiment. which consis‘t.ed
of two battalions, and the’ headquarbers of the supply battalion - :
+7-. subordinate to the attack bomber regiuent.. The buildings- occupied SR
" .. by the attack bomber division are located on both sides of the roa.d in-» IV
side *i:he :Exeld Some of the bu:ﬂ.dmgs are:

a. Division IIeadquarters arre E _ma‘oed in-a. ‘azocstozy hrick building,
. wxmmummsm,ﬁthyﬂlwwalls and.a red tile xoof; - - .. -
vhich is on the west-side jheroade There is & weather statim
ﬁomron?hcroofofv ! =

Thyee h.angara9 each 30 x mters in szze, used by the attack
bomber regiment are locatedmtheeast s:l.clecft.hez-vnado R

¢o Offices of 'bhe attack burrber re"imemt are located in two two- N
stary brick buildings, 10°x 6 meters in size, on the east side of
the road. One of these has a ueather statim on the roof.

d. The barracks, mess Imlls, dlspensary, clubs and athletic grouds
of the division and 1ts subsid:r.m-y units are 1ocarbed on the west .
side of the road.

8. The Supply Battalion is located in a one-story m-ick build:.ng 120 x S

200 meters in size, which las a large inside yard and is 1ocated at
- the northeastern end of the field. , e

Cm()«o deb IeD-E=I‘I—T-I~A==L
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The plane repair shop is located in a hangar, 20 x 10 meters in
size, in the southern corner of the field neaxr the garage for motar
vehicles, Next to it is an instellation for checking plane engines
and workshops in a building, 12 x 6 neters in size. The repair shop
can handle minor repairs of propeller planes and engines.

The radio installations of the ﬁeldarein'aone-sborybricl:biﬁlding,
8 x L meters in size. Several antemnas are on the roof of the building,
which is loeated in the northea_st section of the field.

DOSQ. znd TABSQO Facilities

The DOSO and TABSO i‘acilité.es are located around the main entrance to
the airfield as follousi—

a, TABSO offices in a building next to and southeast of the main
entrance. A weather station is on the roof of the building,

be DOSO hangar, with 20 propeller planes and five to six gliders,
northeast of the main entrance along the airfield road,

¢e Restaurant for civilianmembersofTABSOandTAESOwaitingroom
inabuildhgnexttoandnwthmstofﬁmmmenwmca.

de Apartment house for airfield peraoxihel in a building next to and
nortintest of TABSO restaurant. o ' o

Planned Deactivation of Attack Bomber Division

In comnection with the ,overail reduction of the Bulgarian Armed Forces
which was amounced at the beginming of the sumer of 1958; % Specisl
order was issued at the of June 1958 covering the. deacti tion of

the Attack Bomber Divisiond which would be camplsted by 15| ember . -

1958 and consist of the followings

2. Deactivation of all Air Force units at Plovdiv airfield
b, Dismissal of all Air Farce persomnel at Plovdiv airfieldfor
transfer to other airfields. ° SR

¢. Junking of all Air Force planes at Plavdiv airfield,

d. Transfer of all Afr Farce buildings to DOSO; TABSO and Vasil
- Kelargv Agricultural University in Plovdiv. oo :

1. DABSO planes only transit this field and no planes are pérmenently

based heve. . - 25X1"

2. The other battalion of the attack bomber regiment is Staticned ab o
Levskigrad Airfield, : SRS S ©25X1

3. Coument s ‘the. planned reduction of Yo
the Bulgarian Armed Iarces would not take place because of the 25X1 =
Middle East situation. ) - "

as an attachment to this report is a sketch

of Plovdiv airfield with an attached legend. Ex1

C-0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A044200300001-7




p¢  Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A044200300001-7

ATTACHMENT

LEGEND TO SKETCH OF PLOVDIV AIRTIELD

1, Plovdiv-Asenovgrad highway.
2. Plovdiv bicycle racing grounds.
3, Aleksandur Stamboliyski State Farm.
L. Irrigation canal.
5. Boundary of the airfield; there is no fence.
6. Hedge. : A
7. Main entrance; gate with two big doors for vehicles and a
smaller one for pedestrians.
8. Sentry at the main entrance.
9. Decorative water pool.
10. Resbaurant for the civilian passengers of TABSO used also as
walting rooms. .
) 11. Apartment house used by the personnel staff of the airfield.
12. Offices of the TABSO with a weather station on the roof.
13, Area where the Civil Transport planes stop for taking on
passengers. A _
1l,. Entrance for the airplane repair shop, with a double gate.
15. Guardhouse. ' '
16, Airplane repair shop - (hangar).
17. Workshops of the repair shop.
18, Installation for checking the engines.
19, Entrance for the garage.
20. Garage for motor vehicles.
21. Runway.
22.  Playground. )
23, Former railroad line; now only the embankment exists.
2Ly, 01d hangar; now a guard house and garage for motor vehicles.
25. Hangar; used by the DOSO'- Tonier .00 oL,
26, Hangars used by the Attack Bomber Regiment.
27. Two-story brick building used for offices of the Regiment. It has
a weather station on the roof.
28, Two-story brick building used for offices of the Regiment.
o 29. HQ of the Attack Bomber Division.
o 30, Two-story brick building with dark yellow walls and red tile roof.
' The first floor is used for -soldiers' dining mess and the second
one for pilots' restaurant and club.
" 31, Soldiers' dormitories; two-story brick building.
32, Hospital and medical service; one-story brick building.
33, Water supply system; well, pump and reservoir.
3l;, Supply Battalion; one-story brick building with a large inside

yard. ‘ , '
35, Guard House.
36. POL's.

37. Radio installations.
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